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the same author omitted to point out the several features
which at once mark the common parentage of the ancient
and modern followers of the rites of Rama ; for Rome, like
Egypt, was colonised by a conflux of the Solar as well as
Lunar races ; hence the pomp of her pontifices has always
partaken of the ritual of each. "Another singular
analogy with Roman Catholic institutions," he remarks',
" is presented hy the Virgins of the Sun ; the ' Elect/
as they are called, to whom I have already had occasion
to refer* These were young maidens, dedicated to the
service of the deity, who at a tender age were taken from
their homes, and introduced into convents, where they
were placed under the care of certain elderly matrons,
c Mamaconas/ (read Mama-Canyas),1 who had grown grey
within their walls.

ee Under these venerable guides, the holy virgins were in-
structed in the nature of their religious duties. They
were employed in spinning and embroidery, and with the
fine hair of the vicuna wove the hangings for the temples,
and the apparel for the Incas and the household. It was
their duty, above all, to watch over the sacred fire obtained
at the festival of Raymi. Prom the moment they entered
the establishmennt, they were cut off from all connection
with the world, even with their own family and friends.
No one but the Inca and the Coya, or queen, might enter
the consecrated precincts. The greatest attention was
paid to their morals, and visitors were sent every year to
inspect the institutions, and to report the state of their
discipline. Woe to the unhappy maiden who was de-
tected* in an intrigue ! By the stern law of the Incas she
was buried alive, her lover was to be strangled, and the
town or village to which he belonged was to be razed to
the ground, and sowed with stones, as if to efface every

Mothers of the Vii-gins.   Cwyo, a pure Sanscrit word
for M virgin."